
What we know about the Scottish Borders

Outcome: Fewer people experiencing violence (incl. domestic abuse) 

Our Measures and Targets
Serious assault (Group 1) 
crime rate recorded

Reduce the number of assaults by working 
collaboratively with partners to reduce incidents 
within our communities.

Number of domestic 
abuse incidents recorded

In the short and medium term increase incidents 
being reported by building confidence in victims to 
report. With the caveat that in the long term

Key Actions - last 18 months:
 Direct focus in particular areas in the community to reduce violence, 

especially with a night time economy.
 Focus on raising awareness of domestic abuse.
 Direct focus on those who are repeat offenders and support repeat 

victims within the community

Next 12 months:
 Particular focus on reducing crimes of violence through engagement 

with Licensed Premises, in towns with an active night time economy.
 Focus on raising awareness of domestic abuse.
 Direct focus on those who are repeat offenders and support repeat 

victims within the community



What we know about the Scottish Borders

Outcome: Fewer people experiencing anti-social behaviour (ASB) 

Our Measures and Targets
Anti-social behaviour 
incidents recorded

To reduce number of ASB incidents by more 
robust and sustainable partnership working

Racially aggravated 
conduct recorded

To reduce number of ASB incidents by more robust 
and sustainable partnership working

Key Actions - last 18 months:
 We will work in partnership to reduce repeat offending and 

victimisation.
 Engage with our partners to educate and inform the community about 

the effects of anti-social behaviour, hate crime and cybercrime on the 
most vulnerable in our community.

 Work collaboratively with partners to divert those who commit minor 
offences or divert away from offending behaviours.

Next 12 months:
 Ongoing Core group meetings to be held each month whereby partners 

implement interventions in relation to those individuals who are 
involved in ASB.

 The Gypsy/Traveller liaison function has now been finalised and the 
Mediation Officer has now taken on this function.

 The ASB Strategy, Policy & Procedure and Information Sharing 
Protocols have now been updated and will be worked to within the 
coming months. 

 In order to continue to provide personal support to Victims of Crime, 
the contract for VSSB has been renewed for the next year.

 Upgrades to the ASBU database are being progressed to better analyse 
what early interventions are most effective.



What we know about the Scottish Borders

Outcome: Fewer people killed or seriously injured on our roads

Our Measures and Targets
People killed To reduce by 40% by 2020 

(Scottish Government Target)
People seriously injured To reduce by 55% by 2020

(Scottish Government Target)

Key Actions - last 18 months:
 Education, Training and Publicity, e.g. Advanced driving courses
 Engineering, e.g. Accident Investigation and Prevention site analysis, 

Safer routes to schools schemes
 Enforcement, e.g. ZENITH motorcycle campaign, Summer Drink Drive 

campaign
 Direct focus on people of all ages about road user behaviour, with 

particular focus on young and old people through Drivewise and 
motorcyclists

Next 12 months:
 Education: communication programme; road safety publicity 

campaigns; encourage road safety in the school curriculum; specific 
programmes to target priority/ at risk groups.

 Engineering, e.g. Accident Investigation and Prevention site analysis; 
identify problems, emerging patterns or trends for intervention; 

 Enforcement: Target offences that are known to contribute to KSI 
collisions; Work with partners to interact with casualty/ vulnerable 
groups; Work with partners to identify solutions to areas that cannot 
be resolved through enforcement. 



Appendix #: Community Plan Outcomes – In Detail

Template

Outcome: Fewer people experiencing violence (inc domestic abuse)

Our Understanding:
(as at November 2017)

Why do we want to improve this outcome? Because ...
 Violent crime has increased in the Scottish Borders by 54% compared to 11% in Scotland since 2014/15.  Assaults have 

increased by 8% in 2016/17 in the Borders.
 The number of recorded incidents of domestic abuse has increased by 8% compared to Scotland which has a decrease 

of 2%.
 There has been a rise in sexual crimes of 26% compared to Scotland which has seen an 11% increase.
 Domestic abuse was ranked 12/24 in Police Scotland’s 2016/17 ‘Your view counts’ survey.

Our Measures and 
Targets:

 Serious Assault crime rate recorded: Reduce number of assaults and robberies by working collaboratively with partners 
to reduce incidents within our communities

 Number of domestic abuse incidents recorded: In the short and medium term increase incidents being reported by 
building confidence in victims to report.  With the caveat that in the long term to then reduce numbers of domestic 
incidents reported.

Performance Indicators
Serious Assault (Group1) crimes per 10,000 population. <link to PS performance indicators>
Robbery and assault with intent to rob (Group 1) crimes per 10,000 population.
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Common assault (Group 6) crimes per 10,000 population. <link to PS performance indicators>
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Domestic Abuse Incidents. <link to PS performance indicators>

Proportion (%) of domestic abuse incidents which result in a crime report.
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Number of repeat victims of domestic abuse.
Number of referrals to specialist services.

Key Actions 
Nov ’17 to Mar ‘19  Direct focus in particular areas in the community to reduce violence, especially with a night time economy.

 Work in partnership to reduce repeat offending and victimisation through intelligence led operations.
 Focus on raising awareness of domestic abuse.
 We will work in partnership to identify and focus intelligence led activity on offenders of domestic abuse.
 We will direct focus on those who are repeat offenders and support repeat victims within the community.
 Focus on prevention of repeat referrals.



 Engage with our communities and partners to ensure there is an awareness of threats posed by terrorist actions, how 
to be vigilant and how to react.

Apr ’19 to Mar ‘20  The priority for the domestic abuse services over the next reporting period is to ensure that the structures and 
processes are in line with the recording requirements for the new Domestic Abuse Act being implemented 1st April 
2019.

 Detailed night time dispersal plans to reduce alcohol related violence, especially in larger Scottish Border towns with a 
heavy night time economy, will be continued.

 Carrying out intelligence led stop and searches targeting individuals believed to be carrying weapons.  
 Licensed premises checks, focusing on early intervention, preventing violence and disorder, particularly during the 

festive period where 123 licensed premises visits were carried out.  Promoting ‘Ask for Angela’ campaign through 
education within licensed premises.

 Reassurance patrols are being carried out by the Community Action Team with reassurance patrols in the Scottish 
Borders community in the aftermath of any violence and disorder.

 Operation to tackle reduction in violent crime.
Key Plans, Strategies and 
Initiatives (and Lead):

Scottish Borders local Police Plan 2017-2020 (Police Scotland)
Scottish Borders Community Justice Outcomes Improvement Plan 2017-2020 (Scottish Borders Community Justice Board)
Scottish Borders Equally Safe Strategy 2016-21 (Violence Against Women Partnership)

CPP Lead(s): Stuart Reid & Stuart Easingwood

Outcome: Fewer people experiencing anti-social behaviour (ASB)

Our Understanding:
(as at November 2017)

Why do we want to improve this outcome? Because ...
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) was ranked 1/24 in Police Scotland’s 2016/17 ‘Your view counts survey’.
Hate crime within the Scottish Borders has increased by 38%.
Online ASB has increased in the Scottish Borders by 131 compared to 52% in Scotland.

Our Measures and 
Targets:

 ASB incidents recorded:  Reduce number of ASB incidents by more robust and sustainable partnership working.
 Racially aggravated conduct:  Reduce number of ASB incidents by more robust and sustainable partnership working.

Performance Indicators
Anti-social behaviour incidents, crime per 10,000 population. <link to Police Scotland performance indicators>
Racially aggravated conduct, crimes per 10,000 population.  <link to Police Scotland performance indicators>
Number of persons being monitored on the ASBU Monitoring List.
Number of early interventions made by ASB partners.
Number of referrals to the mediation service.
% of mediations cases showing agreement/improvement after mediation.

Key Actions 
Nov ’17 to Mar ‘19  We will work in partnership to reduce repeat offending and victimisation.



 Engage with our partners to educate and inform the community about the effects of anti-social behaviour, hate crime   
and cybercrime on the most vulnerable in our community.

 Work collaboratively with partners to divert those who commit minor offences or divert away from offending 
behaviours.

Apr ’19 to Mar ‘20  Ongoing Core group meetings to be held each month whereby partners implement interventions in relation to those 
individuals who are involved in ASB.  This group and the meetings are vital to the day to day workings of the wider 
Partnership.

 The Gypsy/Traveller liaison function has now been finalised and the Mediation Officer has now taken on this function.  
The remit for this new role has been captured within the SBC Gypsy/Traveller Policy.

 The ASB Strategy, Policy & Procedure and Information Sharing Protocols have now been updated and will be worked to 
within the coming months.  These have been significant pieces of work and it is hoped they will enhance partnership 
working to reduce ASB.

 In order to continue to provide personal support to Victims of Crime, the contract for VSSB has been renewed for the 
next year.

 Upgrades to the ASBU database are being progressed to better analyse what early interventions are most effective.
 The “Noise App” use will be further explored, this will be done in conjunction with the SBC Legal Department and The 

Data Protection Officer.
 The ASB Policies and Procedures and Strategy will go online once finalised, this will future proof them so that changes 

in legislation or working procedures will be much easier and quicker to implement.
Key Plans, Strategies and 
Initiatives (and Lead):

Scottish Borders Local Police Plan 2017-2020 (Police Scotland).

CPP Lead(s): Stuart Reid & Stuart Easingwood

Outcome: Fewer people killed or seriously injured on our roads

Our Understanding:
(as at November 2017)

Why do we want to improve this outcome? Because ...
Road Safety was ranked 6/24 in Police Scotland’s 2016/17 ‘Your View Counts’ survey.
Fatalities on the roads have increased by 57% in the Scottish Borders compared to -9% in Scotland.
People killed or seriously injured in the Borders have increased by 12% compared to Scotland which has decreased by -13%.

Our Measures and 
Targets:

 People killed: To reduce by 40% by 2020
 People seriously injured: To reduce by 55% by 2020

Performance Indicators
Children Under the Age of 16 Killed



Children Under the Age of 16 Seriously Injured

Number of People Slightly Injured



Key Actions 
Nov ’17 to Mar ‘19  Education, Training and Publicity, e.g. Advanced driving courses

 Engineering, e.g. Accident Investigation and Prevention site analysis, Safer routes to schools schemes
 Enforcement, e.g. ZENITH motorcycle campaign, Summer Drink Drive campaign
 Direct focus on people of all ages about road user behaviour, with particular focus on young and old people through 

Drivewise and motorcyclists
Apr ’19 to Mar ‘20  Education: communication programme; road safety publicity campaigns; encourage road safety in the school 

curriculum; specific programmes to target priority/ at risk groups.
 Engineering, e.g. Accident Investigation and Prevention site analysis; identify problems, emerging patterns or trends for 

intervention; 
 Enforcement: Target offences that are known to contribute to KSI collisions; Work with partners to interact with 

casualty/ vulnerable groups; Work with partners to identify solutions to areas that cannot be resolved through 
enforcement.

Key Plans, Strategies and 
Initiatives (and Lead):

Scottish Borders Road Safety Plan 2010-2020
(lead is Scottish Borders Road Safety Working Group)

CPP Lead(s): Stuart Reid & Stuart Easingwood


